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oil under the brand name ‘Onatt ukara Coconut oil’ 
for the last 3 years.  The plant was inaugurated on 
28.5.2017 by Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan,  Hon’ble Chief 
Minister of Kerala in the presence of Shri. Oommen 
Chandi, former Chief Minister (who also laid 
foundati on stone for the Company building in 2015) 
and Mollywood fame Shri. Bharat Mammooty and 
many other disti nguished guests. Onatt ukara brand 
of coconut oil was launched during that splendid 
functi on and thereaft er the commercial producti on 
of coconut oil started in the plant.  But it has yet 
to att ain the full producti on capacity for want of 
suffi  cient working capital. The Company is, however, 
striving hard to increase the producti on. By now 
Onatt ukara coconut oil has established indigenous 
markets with good consumer acceptance and is 
about to move to export. Coconut oil is marketed in 
500 ml, 1kg, 2kg, 5kg size bott les/cans and food grade 
pouches. The market enquiry for Onatt ukara coconut 
oil is highly encouraging. The Company is confi dent 
about the successful marketi ng of its product in the 
domesti c and internati onal markets. The products 
are having all quality certi fi cates. Company obtained 
ISO 9901:2015, ISO 22000:2018, Food Safety 
Management Systems, and HACCP apart from FSSAI 
license, AGMARK certi fi cati on and Barcode. The 
Company has also obtained Import Export Code and 
Registrati on Cum Membership Certi fi cate (RCMC) 
from CDB. It is hoped that the company will be able 
to capture niche markets without compromising 
the quality of the product in edible and non-edible 
sectors.

 Company had recorded a new landmark in 2019 
in the marketi ng of coconut oil. It has entered into an 
agreement with Kerala State Marketi ng Federati ons 
(Marketf ed) for supplying coconut oil in their 
‘Kerajam’ brand without losing the identi ty of the 
manufacturer. This has helped boost the producti on 
capacity of the plant and the Company could supply 
nearly 60,000 litres of kerajam brand of oil mainly 
to Consumerfed, private agencies and for their own 

outlets in various centers during Onam season.
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The success of Onatt ukara coconut oil prompted 
the Company to plunge into value additi on in 
coconut, which is one of the underlined objecti ves 
of such farmers’ collecti ves. Value additi on ensures 
more income and opportunity to the enterprise. One 
of the CPS of the Company has been encouraged for 
the producti on of coconut chips, desiccated coconut, 
ginger mix, vegetable curry mix, coconut cake etc. 
Company is engaging in preparati on of coconut 
chutney powder, squash etc besides the main edible 
coconut oil. Of these the acceptance and popularity 
of some of the products like chutney powder, ginger 
mix and urukku velichenna crossed the boundaries 
of Kerala and have created strong footi ng in the 
markets. Some Federati ons have set up copra 
dryers and are engaged in copra processing. Some 
are acti vely involved in raising coconut nurseries. 
Bharanickavu Coconut Federati on located under the 
vicinity of the Company works closely in associati on 
with ICAR-CPCRI Regional Stati on, Kayamkulam in 
mother palms selecti on, collecti on of seednuts and 
nursery raising under their research programme 

Inauguration of the plant by Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan,  Hon’ble Chief Minister, Kerala - a view

Adv. Thomas M Mathunni, President, Bharanikkavu Federation, 
receiving cash prize and certi� cate from Dr. Kalavati, Head, 
ICAR-CPCRI, RS
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for decentralized nurseries. The 
nursery programme of Bharanickavu 
Federati on has been adjudged 
recently as one of the top three best 
nurseries and bagged cash prize and 
certi fi cate.    

Company is an acti ve parti cipant 
in the exhibiti ons and fairs sponsored 
by the Coconut Development 
Board in various Metro Citi es 
and internati onal platf orms. This 
involvement aims to showcase 
the Onatt ukara products in major 
domesti c and internati onal markets.
The Company become platf orm for graduate and 
post graduate students of the colleges of Kerala 
and Mahatma Gandhi Universiti es for internship 
and project works on diff erent aspects of coconut 
based industries, Human Resource Development, 
Organizati onal study, Financial Statement Analysis 
etc. The books of accounts are audited by GSP 
Associates, Thiruvananthapuram and the Company 
aff airs are entrusted to ABP & Associates, Ernakulam. 
Both of them together ensure accuracy and 
transparency in Company matt ers. 

4. Current distress of FPOs 
The Producer Organizati ons in coconut sector 

are in great distress and in diffi  cult situati ons. All are 
facing problems of one nature or  the other, may be 
technical or fi nancial. Some Producer Companies 
have invested in Neera producti on; some are in 
coconut oil manufacturing, and others in integrated 
processing. Unless they are guided and supported 
for some more ti me, eff orts of the organizati ons 
which were responsible for their existence would 
become meaningless. The Coconut Development 
Board which was instrumental for the formati on of 
FPOs is hoped to come forward in understanding the 
issues and try to help in moving ahead. Once they 
att ain the maturity to fl y free, it is the responsibility 
of the FPOs to run eff ecti vely.

Absence of regular Chairmen for the CDB in this 
criti cal period impacted its monitoring adversely. 
Thus the beginning of a revoluti onary path breaking 
strategy in the implementati on of programmes 
and the envisaged small farmers’ empowerment 
in coconut sector stopped half way without fully 
accomplishing its goal. A Consorti um of Coconut 
Producer Companies has been formed; but the hue 
and cry of most of these three ti er set up is not 
receiving proper att enti on from the authoriti es. 

They are crippling for want of proper and ti mely 
interventi on by the Government agencies.  

5. Handholding inevitable 
The eff orts of some of the FPOs in succeeding 

their endeavors are encouraging. But there are no 
grounds for complacency and contentment; as most 
of the FPOs are in panic. It is an open fact that coconut 
based industries are comparati vely novel ventures 
which have not yet made strong footi ng. They are in 
damn need of support and hand holding. Coconut 
Development Board and Government of India shall 
ensure the hand holding of these farmers’ collecti ves 
and see that justi ce to them become grati fi ed. The 
fate of these FPOs should not end unpleasantly. 
There are lot of noti fi cati ons from State and Central 
Governments favouring FPOs. They are in pipeline and 
yet to come out with detailed guidelines.  All possible 
steps are taken by most of the FPOs for sustaining 
their eff orts with lasti ng splendour. Since there were 
unti ring eff orts behind the formati on of FPOs in the 
country with good moti ves, it is the responsibility of 
all stakeholders to sustain them. Such group eff orts 
have already demonstrated the potenti al of value 
additi on in coconut and the immense employment 
opportuniti es in coconut sector. Moreover it ensures 
unadulterated coconut products in the supply chain 
especially edible oil, which helps ensure a healthy and 
robust society. It prevents the health hazards due to 
adulterated edible oils causing many health issues. 
All these positi ve factors will collecti vely empower 
the small and marginal farmers and thereby the 
coconut economy. Let us hope for a fruitf ul future 
for these farmers collecti ves which ignites more 
expectati ons and enthusiasm. 
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